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Catholic schools earn top marks
in annual academic review

By Jeff Graham

The commitment teachers have
Lo their students often goes unno-
ticed, and so iU's nice to see them
recognized for a job well done. 5t
Helen's elementary school teach-
ers were recently rewarded with
the Garfield Weston Award for Ex-
cellence in Education, which rec-
ognizes schools that have made the
largest academic improvement.

The award means that the ef-
forts of St. Helen's staff, including
all of the late night marking and
planning, are making a substantial
difference in the lives of the stu-
dents who attend the Burnaby el-
ementary school,

“The award we received is for
improvement in academics, and it
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recognizes the school which has
been most effective in improving
the results of the students they
teach,” said Principal Waldemar
Sambor, “This award is lor the
school whose overall academic
ratings have experienced the fast-
est, most consistent improvement
over the last five years, and so this
means that out of 984 elementary
schools in B.C., St. Helen's is
first,”

Sambor said the award is a re-
sult of innovation and dedication
on the part of teachers and par-
ents.

“The staff at St. Helen’s have
implemented a number of new
programs over the past five years,
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Out of 984 elementary schools in British Columbia, St. Helen's in Burnabyr was deemed to have

made the biggest improvement.
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